
 
September, 2013 

  The Mobile Voter  

 
A Publication of the League of Women Voters of Mobile, Alabama 

 
The League of Women Voters, a national, nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and active 

participation of citizens in government and influences policy through education and advocacy 
 

FALL ACTIVITIES 
LUNCH WITH THE LEAGUE – An opportunity to socialize with League members and listen to guest speakers presenting issues 
of importance to the League. Luncheons are held the third Wednesday of the month from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Marriott 
Hotel on Bel Air Boulevard. The buffet lunch is $16.00. RSVP to (251)662-3386 or lovjan42@comcast.net. 
 
MONTHLY STUDY GROUP – In-depth objective study of a selected issue held on the second Monday of the month from 5:30-
7:00 p.m. at the home of Jane Gordon, 2116 Sheffield Ct., Mobile 36693, (251) 662-3386. Light refreshments served. 
 
VOTE 18 - Schools are calling and scheduling our national award winning young voter engagement program. Contact Myra Evans 
to learn more:  bobalouiemom@yahoo.com or (251) 666-7914. 
 
September 16 – Monthly Study Group at Jane Gordon’s home – 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Focus will be healthcare. 
 
September 17 – 1st Congressional District Candidates Debate by St. Paul’s Episcopal School Students – 6:00-8:00 p.m., St. Paul’s 
School Auditorium. 
 
September 18 – Lunch with the League, 11:30 a.m., Marriott Hotel.  John Willoughby of the Alabama Farmers Market Authority 
will speak on local farm products from Mobile and Baldwin counties, area markets, a voucher program for nutritionally-at risk 
individuals over the age of 50, and educational outreach efforts of the authority. RSVP to (251) 662-3386 or lovjan42@comcast.net. 
 
September 19 – Last day for a voter to apply for a regular absentee ballot for the 1st Congressional District Primary Election (call 
251-574-6400 to request an application) 
 
September 24 – Primary Election for U. S. Representative, 1st Congressional District. 
 
September 24 – National Voter Registration Day  (see article in this issue). 
 
October 3 – Last day for a voter to apply for a regular absentee ballot for the City Council District 2 Run-Off (call 251-208-7469 to 
request an application). 
 
October 8 – Run-Off Election – Mobile City Council District 2 – Levon Manzie & Greg Vaughan. 
 
October 10 – Showing of critically acclaimed film Girl Rising at the Hollywood Theatres – 7:30 p.m. 
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President’s Letter 

 
As I write this letter, we are coming off a very fruitful session on Friday, 
compiling questions for Vote 411 in the upcoming Congressional race in 
District 1 for the seat formerly held by Congressman Jo Bonner.  We were as 
diverse a group as LWVM has, divided 50%-50% racially and with some of us 
with many years in the League and others, like myself, much newer and feeling 
our way along.  We had a comfortable environment in a member’s lovely home 
and delectable refreshments, provided by two members in our never failing 
spirit of Southern hospitality.  In truth, we took longer than we should have to 
craft 7 or 8 questions to our prospective candidates for this office, but a lot was 
learned along the way.  We got sidetracked many  times with discussions not 

necessarily germane to the issue at hand, but knowing where someone else is coming from and what has 
shaped their attitude can cut down a lot of anger toward each other down the road.  The more we understand 
each other, the better we like each other and are able to work successfully together for a common goal.  In the 
end, I am glad to say the questions were finished to the point that Barbara Caddell was able to get them loaded 
into Vote 411 and the candidates notified of their need to submit their answers.  This was essential because 
this hurried up primary is upon us on September 24th!  Barbara has done an excellent job of corralling the 
recalcitrant Vote 411 system into submission so that we are getting out money’s worth out of that investment. 
   

All that being said, and with great appreciation to everyone who took the time to participate, I want to 
follow up with a lesson learned in the last two weeks from my two year old granddaughter, Caroline, who has 
occasionally been known to have a temper tantrum.  One method that she has to deal with is problem is “belly 
breathing,” as taught by Elmo on Sesame Street, taking deep breaths until you are able to calm down about 
whatever has upset you.  This morning, she told her dog, who was going berserk over the mailman dropping 
the mail through the mail slot, “Miss Marple, you need to belly breathe!”   We are, happily, getting to be a 
much larger group, with new members who may not look exactly like us or think the same as we do.  This will 
only become more pronounced as we attract more young members, essential if the League is to endure through 
the 21st century.  We all need to “belly breathe” now and again and stop to listen to what the other person is 
saying before we make a judgment about who is “right” and who is “wrong.”  The more tolerant and 
respectful we are of each other, the more we will enjoy spending time together and the more intergenerational 
and interracial friendships we will develop. 

 
I’m through preaching, now on to more practical things: both the Study Group and the monthly 

luncheons will begin again this week.  Study group will be Monday at 5:30 at Jane Gordon’s house at 2116 
Sheffield Court.  Turn left off Azalea Road at the traffic light just north of St. Luke’s School.  The first left off 
this street is Sheffield Court.  Jane’s is down on the right almost to the turnaround of the cul de sac.  I was told 
that there was some confusion that some members thought the Study Group was just for the Board--most 
certainly not!  It is a great way to participate in an informal setting in someone’s home.  Bring an appetizer if 
you can and come enjoy wine and treats and good company and conversation about health care.  Likewise, the 
luncheon meeting will be next Wednesday, September 18, at The Marriott at 11:30.  Please come and get to 
know each other. 

 
Andrea Pennington, President 

League of Women Voters of Mobile 
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Incumbent Mayor Sam Jones, candidates Sandy Stimpson and Doris Brown  

square off in final candidates forum 

By John Sharp | jsharp@al.com  
 
Positions on taxes, public safety, business friendliness and how the city could spend RESTORE Act money emerged 
among the differences between incumbent Mayor Sam Jones and leading candidate Sandy Stimpson during a forum 
sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Mobile on Tuesday at W.P. Davidson High School. 

The two candidates also hit on their recurring campaign themes, with Stimpson saying he wants to unite all of Mobile, 
while Jones said his performance as mayor since 2005 should outweigh what he called "empty promises" from his 
opponent's campaign. 

Jones, Stimpson and candidate Doris Brown squared off during the final candidates forum before the Aug. 27 mayoral 
election. The event was televised on WKRG-TV and was moderated by Pete Albrecht. 

During the hour-long event, Jones and Stimpson mostly stayed civil despite the recent issues of race in the campaign. 
But Jones, in a swipe at Stimpson's personal income, emphasized that his "work ethic" and not "inheritance" was one of 
his attributes. Stimpson, meanwhile, criticized the Jones administration for not having a vision or plans to attack some of 
the city's biggest issues. 

Brown, a long-shot candidate, provided mostly positive comments and drew laughter from the audience for her 
sometimes off-beat suggestions of bringing a horse derby, a hockey team and the New Orleans Saints into Mobile. A 
Michigan native, Brown said she would like to make Mobile more like Detroit, which drew a combination of gasps and 
laughter. 

Among the issues on which Jones and Stimpson differed: 

* Stimpson said he would "absolutely not" extend a penny sales tax increase the Jones administration supported last 
year, and subsequently got approved by the Mobile City Council.  

Jones defended the controversial increase saying the city "could not afford" to be a "fully funded" city at a time it was 
competing to lure Airbus and other industries into the city. He said the city had enjoyed its "highest bond rating" and 
that "laying off a number of employees was not an option," which he has said would have happened without the tax 
increase.  The penny sales tax hike is supposed to expire in 2014.  



   Page 4 
Stimpson said revenues need to be increased other ways, such as establishing plans that could draw more people to 
living inside the city's boundaries. He has been opposed to further annexations, and wants to develop Mobile's inner city. 

* Stimpson criticized the mayor's administration for overseeing a city that has a vacated Alabama Cruise Terminal that 
is losing thousands of dollars daily without a permanent vessel docked in Mobile.  "If I'm elected your mayor, if there 
are problems in the city, I am responsible," Stimpson said. "If there is no cruise ship at the terminal, I'm responsible."  

Jones, though, said the city is preparing a request for proposals to lure a new cruise vessel to the terminal. 

* Stimpson said any RESTORE Act money filtered to the city should not go toward building a new Interstate 10 bridge 
over the Mobile River. He said the money, provided by the 2012 legislation that funnels 80 percent of fines from the 
2010 BP oil spill to the five Gulf States, should be assessed for environmental projects. "It's a terrible idea," Stimpson 
said about the bridge project. "This is an once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to use the money for economic development and 
tourism. There are things (that can be done) to help us boost us forward and grow the city." 

Jones, a member of a committee formed to determine the best ways to utilize the funding, said the city "needs to move 
forward" to fund the bridge project. He also said environmental issues also should be a priority. "We have to move to 
provide (the city's) matching share on the bridge," Jones said. "Without the bridge, there is no tourism in Mobile." 

* Stimpson said the city needs to do a better job of attracting jobs, mostly by lowering taxes, but also boosting minority 
hiring. He said a city pledge to hire 15 percent of minority-owned businesses on city contracts "hasn't been done" and 
that the "red tape" of doing business with Mobile "needs to be cut." "It's strangling the growth of the city," Stimpson 
said.  

Jones said the city is "No. 1 in job creation" in Alabama, and the city has seen "more prospects now than we've seen in 
the past 15 years." He also touted last year's announcement by Airbus to open a $600 manufacturing plant at Brookley 
Aeroplex that was made possible through the development of "personal relationships with corporate executives."  

"Mobile is the kind of city (businesses) want to come to," Jones said. "They don't come to Mobile because we have 
Mardi Gras. They come to Mobile because we provide a climate to do business." 

* On crime, Stimpson reiterated previous criticism that he's had of the Jones administration that police officers and other 
first responders have not received a salary increase or the appropriate improvements with equipment. He also touted his 
recent endorsements from various public safety unions, saying he has the support over "1,000 police officers in Mobile." 

Jones referenced the city's $5.1 million lease agreement to purchase more police cars and fire trucks for the city. He said 
the Police Department will get 60 new cars within the next 30 days. He also said the city has done "innovative" things to 
combat crime, such as establishing a youth curfew and working with community action groups.  

Stimpson said people have approached him in recent months thanking him for his run for mayor because "we've got 
more done in the past six months than we have in the last six years." Stimpson also said the city needs to develop a long-
range plan to prepare for capital purchases within the police and fire departments. 

* Jones said that if the delivery of tar sands oil takes place within the city's limits: "I can assure you, we will have no tar 
sands in the city of Mobile." 

Stimpson said he wants to "reserve judgment" on the situation, but said that the mayor should take more of a leadership 
role with issues involving environmentally sensitive matters.  

The forum's most intriguing moment came when Albrecht asked Jones, Stimpson and Brown to make a comment about 
their opponents.  

Stimpson called Brown an enthusiastic woman with "novel ideas" and a "wonderful smile." He thanked Jones for his 
military service and his public service with the city and county. Jones said he just met Brown, felt that Stimpson was a 
"passionate businessman" and that he was a "Christian man," but one who had "a lot of blind ambitions." 
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Members and Guests enjoy the LWVM’s Annual Summer Social at the Taste Wine Bar on July 23. 
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New Evening Study Group Begins 
 
The League of Women Voters of Mobile evening 
study group sessions begin Monday, September 
16, 5:30-7:00 p.m., at Jane Gordon's house, 2116 
Sheffield Court, Mobile. We hope you will join us. 
Except for September, study group will meet on 
the second Monday night of the month. 
  
We had planned to start the program year with 
our agriculture study. However, national is still 
compiling the materials and developing 
questions. The consensus questions are expected 
to be completed in early 2014.  
  
Because the LWV-Alabama healthcare study is 
ready and a November deadline has been 
established for the consensus questions, we have 
decided to switch our studies and start 
the program year with healthcare. We will start 
agriculture in January. 
  
Please link to http://www.lwval.org/mail/LWVAL-
health_care_consensus_2013/  for more 
information about the healthcare study and 
questions. 
  
Healthcare in Alabama: Facts and Issues was 
produced by members throughout the state, 
including LWV-Mobile's Rhoda Vanderhart.   
  
If you would like to take a more active role in 
this study by helping to summarize and discuss 
any of the readings, please send an e-mail to 
ginaofinnegan@gmail.com.   
 
Jane Finnegan, Vice-President, Program 
251-432-2492
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Our nonpartisan election resource www.vote411.org is 
finally "live" for the candidates for Congressional 

District 1.  As you know, VOTE411.org is a “one-stop-
shop” providing simple tools to help Mobile voters 
navigate the voting process;  it contains candidate 
information, voter registration tools, polling place 

locations and other helpful Election Day information.  
With 12 contenders announcing for Jo Bonner's 
Congressional seat, voters need a reliable way to 

compare candidates and  vote411 does just that.  Please 
use this informative site and share it with your friends!! 

See you at the polls on September 24!! 
 

Barbara Caddell, 
Vote411 Coordinator 

251-610-2279  
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LWVM to Conduct Classes on Women’s 

Suffrage in Alabama 

Come on a journey with us!  Many of us joined the 
LWVM to continue learning, and in that vein we have 
been invited to participate in this semester of USA’s 
Odyssey curriculum, September 27-November 15.  
Topic:  Women’s Issues – the LWVM subtopic:  
Women’s Suffrage in Alabama.  Our session is Friday 
October 11, 2013 at 3 PM.  All Odyssey classes are held 
in the Humanities Building on the USA Main Campus.  
We will review women’s suffrage in general, then 
Alabama, highlighting a number of women and the 
milestones they achieved, and where we stand today, in 
60 fun minutes.  Will you be part of the team?  Will you 
be part of the audience?  Will you step up?  Contact 
Myra Evans bobalouiemom@yahoo.com for more 
information. 

Vote 18 is getting 
cranked up again – time to empower and register 
new voters.  The team is looking for a few good 
members – like you – to participate.  It is fun, it is 
always different and it is rewarding.  With all the 
special elections we have an opportunity to take 
part in over the next several months, and the 
primaries coming in the spring, we have lots to 
accomplish.  By the time you read this, we will 
have been to UMS-Wright and Vigor and Murphy 
is on the schedule.  We anticipate giving 
presentations to at least three more high schools 
this semester and five to seven in the spring.  Can 
you make a call to a contact at a school and secure 
an invitation for us?  Can you come and work with 
us on presentation day – either actively with a part 
or as a supporting pair of hands?  Can you help us 
spread the word?  Our work with the new voters 
was again ranked as one of our League’s top goals 
for the year, and we will only accomplish that 
when all of us work together. 

Contact Andrea Pennington at  
�������������	
���
 ��
 � or Myra Evans at 
bobalouiemom@yahoo.comto find out more about 
Vote 18. 
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National Voter Registration Day, a nationwide, 
nonpartisan effort to register thousands of voters on one 
single day is fast approaching. 

On Tuesday, September 24, League of Women Voters 
of Mobile volunteers will join forces with celebrities, 
businesses, activists, local officials, social service 
providers, and a whole host of others across the country 
in an unprecedented effort to help Americans get 
registered to vote. All in all, nearly 600 partners are 
participating in what promises to be another memorable 
day for voter registration! 

Betty Shinn is chairing this event for LWVM, and she 
has challenged all members to register at least one 
person to vote on or before September 24.  She will be 
at Starbucks at 1510 Government Street on September 
24, from 2:00-3:00 p.m., so that members can drop-off 
completed voter registration forms before she makes the 
trip to the Board of Registrars downtown.  

Additionally, members are needed to set up tables at 
various high schools to register new voters during their 
lunch wave (approximately 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) The 
targeted schools are: Leflore, Willliamson, Vigor and 
Blount High Schools.   Contact Betty at 
������������	�
	���
����� and let her know what high 
school you can cover. 

In 2012, the single coordinated day of voter registration 
resulted in more than 300,000 new voters registered 
nationwide! Last year, nearly 250 Leagues across the 
country participated for this first-time event.  We hope 
you will join us!  
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The Ruth S. Shur Fellows team is comprised 
of 28 dynamic and dedicated volunteers from 
across the country who were selected from a 
pool of candidates to support state coaching 
teams in mentoring local Leagues in 
recruiting and engaging members and the 
community to make our democracy strong 
and vibrant.  Our own Myra Evans is a Shur 
Fellow to Maine and Georgia, working 
specifically with those states to grow their 
leadership and membership.  Julie Arneth is 
the Shur Fellow working with our state.  The 
State Board is looking for some volunteers 
who want to provide support with training 
and resources (via telephone) to one or two 
other leagues in the state.  Contact  Barbara 
Caddell at caddellh@comcast.net for more 
information.  
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League of Women Voters of Mobile 
P. O. Box 40602 
Mobile, AL  36640 
251-459-2267 
http://www.lwvnet.org/lwv/al/mobile/ 
 


